Fall 2013  CRN 16833
HIS 132: U.S. History 1865-present

Theme: The Eras of North American History

MWF 9:00-10:00
Instructor: Jay M. Price




Office Hours:
     Phone: 978-7792
 
Office Hours: MWF 10:30-11:30








Th: 6:00-7:00

Class Location:  Evans Hall 106




Or by appointment

Philosophy and Approach

History is more than just a collection of names, dates, and events.  Historians study these things as ways to understand larger trends and processes.  Each era has its own unique dynamics, ideals, and ways of being.  Usually, the members of each generation conduct their lives, shape their politics, and operate their jobs and businesses according to a set of principles and ideas that were reactions to the principles and ideas from earlier generations.  Studying these eras or “paradigms” (to borrow a term from Thomas Kuhn) represents one way to get a handle on the often bewildering array of facts that make up history.  

While the primary focus of the class will be on the history of the United States, this class takes a North American perspective and when appropriate, we will also be exploring the histories of Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean as well.  Throughout we will explore the history of institutions, social trends, race relations, gender issues, politics, economics, labor, and international relations during this period. We will learn how these issues change over time and how they relate to each other. 

Success in this 3 credit hour course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours per unit per week with 1 of the hours used for lecture) for instruction and preparation/studying or course related activities for a total of 135 hours.

Books

The main textbook for this class is:  James Roark, Understanding the American Promise 
There may be additional reading on reserve in the library.  The reserve section is behind the check out desk.

Assignments and Grading

The grade for the class is based on the following:

Exams:  Total number 4
  20 points each for total of 80 points.


Ancestor biography paper:
  20 points

Grading scale:  93-100 = A; 90-92 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 83-86 = B; 80-82: B-; 77-79 = C+; 73-76 = C; 70-72 = C-; 67-69 = D+; 63-66 = D; 60-62 = D-; 59 and below: F     There will be rounding up for partial points.  
Tests: There will be four tests.  Except where noted, these will be held on the Friday of the week. These tests are not cumulative although some material covered may refer to or include information from earlier sections.
Disability Services: If a student requires assistance or additional time because of a disability, they need to contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester so that an arrangement may be made with disability services.  For further questions, contact disability services at 978-5949. Students are strongly encouraged to contact BOTH disability services and the instructor a few days before each exam to make sure everything is in place. 
NOTE: The object of the test is to see if the student understands the themes, connections, and dynamics of the topic.  Grades are based on how well the student understands and presents the material. All answers entail an element of risk and a student who gets the answer wrong still fails the question, regardless of how hard they study.  An “A”-level answer in high school is a “C”-level answer in college.   Getting the basic information right is equivalent to a C.  Essays that merit B grades flesh things out.  Essays that merit A-grades connect the answer to the context of the time and may show how it was a response to earlier material. Therefore, studying, reading the material, going to class, and taking notes are important but these do NOT automatically entitle a student to an A or B in the class. Not doing those things, however, guarantees the student will not. 

Obtaining notes from missed classes is the responsibility of the STUDENT.  Please contact a classmate for notes.  

For the exams, students MAY bring with them a single note card of notes.  Notes must be handwritten. 

Makeups: Students are allowed to make up only one test during the class.  It is at the end of the semester and is listed below on the schedule.
Ancestor biography paper.  Writer Marilyn Coffey once noted that history is ultimately “a question of deciding who one’s ancestors are.” All of us are part of traditions and families that participated in the eras that we will be covering.  In addition, doing genealogy teaches students to develop skills that historians use such as using sources, collecting stories from people, and looking through government documents.  Each student is to select one individual from their family history and prepare a 5-7 page paper (double spaced) on their life.  If appropriate, the paper may be expanded to include a husband-wife team or a family’s experience. This should include discussions of their childhood, family situation, occupation, marriage and family life, religious or social affiliations, military service major moves or life events, and if relevant, their death and impact on the community.  World War II veterans are not prohibited as topics but students are encouraged to look at an ancestor with a different life story or at least devote more space to their lives in the 1930s and 1950s.  No single aspect of a person’s life, such as military service, should be longer than one page. Students whose families do not lend them to a genealogy topic should contact the instructor for an alternate assignment. 
Papers will be graded on four aspects: content of the material, the placing on the material in context, the use of sources, and overall style. 

A “C” paper is one with basic chronology and lineage and little else:  “they were born in,”  “they grew up here,” they did this.”   A “B” paper is one that fleshes out the stories of the people with some mention of larger historical trends. An “A” provides vignettes and connects the families solidly with large trends covered in class.  An “A+” is “above and beyond the call of duty” where the student makes the extra effort to do a lot of research, presentation, and analysis. 

A bibliography of at least five sources should be included.  Only ONE of these sources can be an internet source. The rest must be printed or on microfilm.  Please do not use the textbook for the class as sources.  At least one source needs to be a book about the individual’s community, occupation, ethnicity, or personal situation. Please consult with the instructor on appropriate books. 

All direct quotes should be cited.  Citations may be in either MLA or Chicago/Turabian style. Plagiarism is taken VERY seriously at this university.  Plagiarism is using any passage from another source without attributing it to that source.  Proper attribution includes putting it in quotes and using a footnote or an endnote or a citation to reference it or mentioning “XYZ said in ABC, “…”  A student caught plagiarizing will receive an F.

NOTE:  One requirement for this paper is scheduling a time to meet with the instructor BY MIDDLE OF THE SEMESTER to discuss your research.   Students may meet with the instructor during office hours although meetings will be on a first come, first served basis.  Students who cannot make office hours should contact the instructor for a suitable alternative meeting time. This meeting is mandatory.  A student who does not meet with the instructor but turns in a paper will have five points docked from their paper’s grade. NOTE:  meeting with the instructor folded into the final grade.  A student will NOT receive 5 points for the meeting. 

There is a great deal of information on the Internet but you are going to have to do research in local libraries to do this project.  Be sure to check the local and family history section of the Wichita Public Library’s main branch, which has census materials for Kansas and for many other states.  Due to privacy issues, the most recent census that is available to the public is that of 1930. For more recent years, only statistics are available.   If your family is local or in Kansas, look at old city directories.  If they were prominent in the local community, community histories may mention them. The Kansas State Historical Society has a research library in Topeka that may be useful as well.  Students are STRONGLY encouraged to obtain a Kansas State Library Card, which is available at Ablah library.  The card will allow you access to a digitized database of the U.S. census up to 1930—an incredible resource.  If using Internet sources, be careful of the .com versus .org or .gov distinctions.  Some sites are simply selling products.  Other groups are non-profits but require registration to use their services.  While students are welcome to purchase and use any resource they so choose, it should not be necessary to pay money to a genealogy company to do this project. 

A sample introduction:

The year was 1980, rain poured from the sky as cries of my grandparents echoed throughout the village.  My father had just made the biggest decision of his life.  My mother was crying hysterically and holding on very so tightly to her parents as my father pulled her away and on to the boat.  They were escaping.  It was a decision everyone knew had no guarantees of survival.

Note, here, the “block quote” format for large quotes:  set apart with a space above and below, all lines indented, and no quotation marks.  For shorter quotes within the text, however, keep the quotation marks.

In addition, here are some writing suggestions for the paper: 

* Let the subject of the paper be their own person, not just a relation to you.  Try to use the person’s own name rather than, say, “grandpa” or “my aunt.”

* Avoid rhetorical questions and the proverbial “you” such as:  “And you know what?  It happened!”   Avoiding such structures makes your paper sound more polished and mature.

* Use the simple past whenever possible.  Instead of “they would have to go,” simply say “they went.”

* Unusually large font (14 point or larger) is a signal to the instructor that the student is trying to expand the paper’s length without writing more. It is a grade-school-level trick that ends up hurting the student’s chances for a good grade rather than helping.

* The apostrophe is used for possessives ONLY, not plurals. If the papers belong to students, they are the students’ papers. The one exception is “its,” which is the possessive form.  “It’s” is the contraction of “it is.”

* When referring to a decade, do not use an apostrophe.  The 1920s refers to the decade. 1920’s refers to something, such as an event, “belonging” to the year 1920 such as “1920’s election was the first to have women vote nationwide.”

* Avoid “I” statements in this type of writing.  Instead of saying “I will now discuss three major causes of World War I” say “There were three major causes of World War I.”  The “I will now discuss” is not needed and avoiding it makes the writing more polished.

* Avoid meaningless words such as “interesting” or “authentic.”  

Extra Credit and Grading Curve:  There will be no extra credit for this class.  Nor will there be a grading curve. However, periodically, there will be short quizzes.  Any points from those quizzes will be added to the final score and not averaged into the grade, giving students a chance to raise their grade by a couple of points. 
Dropping the class:  Simply not attending the class does not make it go away.  If you decide not to attend, you need to drop the class. If you find that you need to switch classes from one course number to another, the issue is handled as an add AND a drop. It is a two-step process.  The university’s registration system has no ability to simply “switch” classes.  Merely signing up for the new class does not automatically make the old class go away.   It is YOUR responsibility to drop the old class.
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Section One: The Victorian Era

Reading: Understanding the American Promise, chapters 16-19

 
Week of August 19: 
Settling a continent and Reconstruction


Week of August 26:    The Industrial Revolution. 


Week of September 2: Victorian Society and Politics. Exam 1
Section Two:  The Progressive Era

Reading: Understanding the American Promise, chapters 20-22


Week of September 9: Populism and Imperial Expansion

Week of September 16:  Progressivism

Week of September 23:   The Great War Second Exam 
Section Three:  The Mid-Century Era: 

Reading: Understanding the American Promise, chapters 23-27

Week of September 30: The 1920s   

Week of October 7: The Depression and the New Deal Last week to hold discussions with instructor about biography project. 

Week of October 14: Monday, Fall Break.  World War II.  No Class Friday

Week of October 21: The Cold War

Week of October 28:  The Postwar World  Third Exam   

Section Four:  The Neoconservative Era

Reading: Understanding the American Promise, chapters 28-31 

Week of November 4:  Changing Times  

Week of November 11:  Vietnam


Week of November 18:  Paradigm shift:  1970s  
Week of November 25: The 1980s No Class Wednesday and Friday due to Thanksgiving
Week of December 2:  Toward the future. Ancestor Papers due 

Make Up Exams:  December 6 8:30-11:00.

Final Exam: Thursday, December 13 at 10:00.


